BHC Class Description

Course Title: World History-2 (aka Western Civilization aka European History)

Dan Downey \-/

Teacher:

Grade range: 9-12 BROOK HILLS CO-OP
Day(s) of the Week: Tuesday Times: 12:00 - 1:20 pm

Minimum Number of Students required for class: 8 Maximum accepted: 22

Credit Level (high school): Half Credit Full Credit [

Costs

Total Tuition: 200

e Deposit of $50 secures student's spot in class (included in total cost).

e Payment Option 1: Remaining balance of 450

on August 1st.

to be paid

e Payment Option 2: Split remaining balance into two payments of
225 each, due on August 1, 2025 and January 2, 2026.

e Venmo Information: | camer-Downey-2

Course Description

This is a fast-paced, yet thorough historical study of European culture and politics beginning at the end of
Roman Empire, through the Middle Ages, and finish in the early modern period. Major events covered:

*Late Antiquity: Christian Church and its spread; Missionaries (ex. Patrick); Byzantine Empire; Migrations
of Angles, Saxons, Goths, Huns.

*Early Middle Ages: Rise and spread of Islam; Rise of the Franks, Empire of Charlemagne; Migrations of
Vikings, Magyars, and Arabs.

*High Middle Ages: Early nation states of England, France, Spain; the Holy Roman Empire; Medieval
times (castles,wars, chivalry, etc.); the Crusades; Law & Justice in England; the Papacy; Muslim Spain.

*Everyday life in the Middle Ages: Village Life; Religion and faith; Nobles and common people;
Monasteries and Convents.

*Medieval cities: Towns and economic revival; Universities; Arts & Architecture; the Church; the Black
Death plague;

*Warfare and battles: The Norman Invasion of England; the Hundred Years War in detail.

*Renaissance: Commerce & trade; Italian city states; paintings and art; printing press and the spread of



Course Requirements or Prerequisites

The World History (WH) Il course is designed to cover periods of European history and Western
Civilization beginning with the end of the Roman Empire and working our way through the Middle Ages,
Renaissance and finish in early modern era.

Students will read and write extensively throughout the course.

The course is designed for motivated college-able students looking to demonstrate academic
achievement, higher order thinking skills, and the ability to work independently.

There is an expectation to not only complete weekly reading and written assignments essential to the
classroom lecture and discussion, but students must pursue excellence with openness to an atmosphere
of learning. Written quizzes (approximately every other week) and longer tests (2-3 per semester) are an
important element to fully prepare students.

Student Responsibilities

*Tests (take-home and/or in class): every 6-9 weeks

*Participation in discussions -- Be open and ready to defend your study and opinions.
*Be prepared for class by doing the assignments and reviewing before class.

*Take notes in and out of class. This is your responsibility. Do it your own way, but well.

Tests and Grades

* Weekly written assignments 45-50%

* Quizzes and Tests 25-30%

* Semester Exam and/or research paper 10-25%
* Extra Participation or Credit Work 0-10%

Textbooks Required

1. ABeka World History and Cultures 10, 2nd edition, 1997 (older or newer editions OK)

2. Instructor provided textbook:
Western Society: A Brief History, Volume 1: From Antiquity to Enlightenment

Supply List

*Working computer and printer
*Notebook, pens/pencils



Teacher Biographical Information

Dan E. Downey has been a teacher of History, Literature, Economics, and Russian language for more
than twenty years both in the U.S., as well as overseas; at all levels of home education as well as
private high schools and universities. He holds a B.A. from Auburn University and a M.A. from State
University of New York, Albany.

Teacher Contact Information

Dan E. Downey
205-908-7294

dan.downey@bhco-op.com

Additional Information

For a detailed syllabus, additional information, a feel for the workload, old class audio/video, as well as a
"how to do well in this class" list, visit the class companion site:

https://downeywhii.weebly.com/
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*Late Antiquity: Christian Church and its spread; Missionaries (ex. Patrick); Byzantine Empire; Migrations of Angles, Saxons, Goths, Huns.

*Early Middle Ages: Rise and spread of Islam; Rise of the Franks, Empire of Charlemagne; Migrations of Vikings, Magyars, and Arabs.
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The course is designed for motivated college-able students looking to demonstrate academic achievement, higher order thinking skills, and the ability to work independently. 
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