BHC Class Description

Course Title: Life Science (2nd period)

Laura Shepard

N

Teacher:

Grade range: 89 BROOK HILLS CO-OP
Day(s) of the Week: Tuesday Times: 10:00-11:20 am

Minimum Number of Students required for class: 8 Maximum accepted:18

Credit Level (high school): Half Credit Full Credit [

Costs

Total Tuition: 290
e Deposit of $50 secures student's spot in class (included in total cost).

e Payment Option 1: Remaining balance of 450 to be paid
on August Tst.

e Payment Option 2: Split remaining balance into two payments of
225 each, due on August 1, 2025 and January 2, 2026.

e Venmo Information: Laura-Shepard-10

Course Description

Life Science students will study cells, genetics, plants, animals, human anatomy/physiology and the
classification system. During class the students will complete many experimental demonstrations, record
observations in a journal, memorize 100 Greek and Latin science root words and learn to use a

microscope.

At the end of the year, each student will take home a personal journal with information about classroom
experiences. Making mozzarella cheese, painting with chlorophyll, growing bacteria in petri dishes,
finding the DNA of a banana and using a mortar and pestle are popular examples of the demonstrations in
our classroom.



Course Requirements or Prerequisites

Life Science has no math and there are no math prerequisites.

Students can complete this class for a 9th grade high school credit with additional work. A 9th grade
student will need to complete two dissections and reports at home at an additional cost of $35. The cost
can be paid in full during the second semester. Worm and starfish dissection kits with complete directions
will be provided to each 9th grade student. The student will complete the dissections at home and provide
the teacher with a lab report for each dissection.

Student Responsibilities

The students should have access to the internet, be able to take proctored tests at home every two to
three weeks, be able to copy in-class notes from the board, be able to complete weekly homework on time
and be able to read and memorize at an 8th grade level. All experiments and demonstrations will be
completed in the classroom.

Tests and Grades

Chapter tests are given every two to three weeks. Parents proctor the test at home and the student
uploads the test to Google Classroom. There are a few in-class tests each semester. Homework is
checked weekly and is a part of the semester grade. Grades are recorded and can always be viewed on
Google Classroom.

Textbooks Required

Life Science by Science Shepherd 1st Edition ISBN 978-098285683-3 (green cover with frogs)

Life Science by Science Shepherd 2nd Edition ISBN-13 9781733412032 (blue cover with elephants)
Only the student textbook is required. Ebay is a great source for this book.

Students can use either the 1st or 2nd Edition (which are the same with improved illustrations in the 2nd)

Supply List

Binder with extra paper (which can be shared with other subjects)
Dividers marked “Science Notes” and “Science Tests”



Teacher Biographical Information

Laura graduated from The University of Montevallo with a B.S. in Education and taught for Shades
Mountain Christian School, Master's Academy, Chelsea Tutorials, 280 Tutorials and BHC. She has been
married to Mark for 37 years and enjoyed homeschooling their own children who are now employed as a
pharmacist in Kentucky, a registered nurse at UAB and a Marine at Parris Island. One of Laura’s
greatest joys is teaching science using stories, experiments and demonstrations!

Teacher Contact Information

205) 447-2132
1018 Parkwood Road B’ham 35242
laura.shepard@bhco-op.com

Venmo: Laura-Shepard-10

Additional Information
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