BHC Class Description 2023-2024

Course Title: Zoology
Teacher: Emily Whitehead N
10-12
Grade range: BROOK HILLS CO-OP
Day(s) of the Week: Thursday Times: 12:00-1:30
Minimum Number of Students required for class: 10 Maximum accepted:20
Credit Level (high school): Half Credit Full Credit v

Credit Determination:

Y2 Credit Course: Classes must meet a minimum of 16 weeks and contain 70 hours of course contact time which
includes class meeting times plus at home assignments.

1 Credit Course: 32 weeks and 140 hours of course contact time which includes class meeting times plus at
home assignments.

Costs

475
Total Tuition: $

e A deposit of $50 secures the student's spot in class (included in total cost).

e Payment Option 1: Remaining balance of $425 to be paid on
August 1st.

e Payment Option 2: Split remaining balance into two payments of
$212.50 each, due on August 1st and the first day of class in
January.

Emily-Whitehead99
e Venmo Information:

Course Description

Zoology is a year long science elective course that will provide students with an in-depth view
of the animal kingdom. We will gradually progress through the animal kingdom phylum-by-
phylum from the simplest organized (sea sponges) to the most complex (birds and mammals).
This knowledge will help students to understand other topics of interest — animal anatomy,
development, behavior, diversity, ecology and habitat, as they relate to animals. We will be
studying invertebrates and vertebrates as well as a further study of marine life more in the
second semester. Marine biology topics we will explore include some basic principles of
oceanography, coastlines, habitats, marine animals and some marine plants. This is an
optional lab course but will have approximately 3 dissections (squid, starfish, shark) and
others will also be used as demonstrations. Some potential field trips (not an academic
requirement) include the Birmingham Zoo, aquariums, sea labs, and farms. This class will also
have a few projects throughout the full academic year in addition to class lectures such as an
insect collection and presentations of animal species.



Course Requirements or Prerequisites

Biology is preferred as a prerequisite and/or a strong background in life science. If you
have not had Biology, you will have to have administrator special approval before you can

register.

Student Responsibilities

Students are responsible for being fully prepared each week for class (attendance,
supplies, homework, and attitude). Tests and quizzes will be given in class and
occasionally a quiz proctored at home by parents. Students should complete all
homework, assignments, and projects that are listed on Google Classroom.

Tests and Grades

The 10 point scale will be used (A=90-100, B- 80-89, C=70-79, D=60-69). Total grades will
be based on the following components:

Homework, daily work, and class participation

Tests/Semester Exams

Quizzes

Projects/Class Labs

Textbooks Required

Zoology Coloring Book
Others TBD

Supply List

3 ring binder preferable 1.5-2 inch with pockets
Dividers

Paper

Colored Pencils (24 count is adequate)

Writing utensils (pens, pencils)



Teacher Biographical Information

Emily Whitehead earned a Bachelor of Science in Biology from Samford University and a
Master’s in Education from UAB. While studying biology, exercise science, and human
anatomy/physiology, she developed a love of God’s creation and a passion for leading
students. Emily taught life science classes and coached in local high schools for 8 years
before staying home with her children. Emily is married to Dustin, mom to Dane, Delaney
and Darcy and a homeschool teacher for the past 10 years. The Whiteheads are huge
sports fans, and Emily has coached volleyball for many years. Emily and her family attend
The Church at Brook Hills.

Teacher Contact Information

Emily Whitehead
emily.whitehead@bhco-op.com

Additional Information

Zoology has an honors option for students who are interested. Please email me for more
details.
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